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“In the EU more than 1,000 km² every year are subject to 'land take' 
for housing, industry, roads or recreational purposes. However, EU 
has a set a goal of no net land take by 2050.” Source: The Roadmap to a Resource 
efficient Europe (2011)



Cities share common 
challenges

− fragmented land-ownership

− the large amount of
stakeholders involved

− the lack of a common vision for 
development

− technical, geological, legal and 
financial challenges of 
remediating contaminated land



Urban Planning Pyramid

Close cooperation and 
partnerships between 
different actors from the
beginning of the 
redevelopment process 
are key to tackling 
challenges.



Cooperation on 
different levels

Local level

Cross-border level

National level



Baltic Urban Lab Project

Designing models for brownfield development 
with a public-private-people partnership approach

 Three year cooperation
project funded by Central 
Baltic Programme

 Aim: Develop and test
integrated planning and 
partnership models for the
development of brownfield
sites

 Four Brownfield Pilot Sites

Map by Eeva Turunen, Nordregio



Novel & traditional methods combined



Practical learnings from five set of methods

1. Close collaboration with
students

 Creative resource

 Respect student work

2. Close collaboration with key
stakeholders

 Take responsibility from early on

 Resource intensive



Practical learnings from five set of methods

4. Public activity in urban areas

 Brings attention

 Gains for relation city-ngo

 Cultural heritage – specific limitiations

5. Social media

 Great potential outreach

 Communication vs. participation

3. Digital tools for 
participation 
 Great potential outreach

 User-friendliness

 How validate input?



Stakeholders are ”invited” to different parts of
the planning process

1. Information & idea gathering
 Smart phone applications

 Focus groups

 Seminars and workshops

 On-line web tools

 Visualization tools

2. Formulating visions & masterplans

 Key stakeholder cooperation

 Processes with students

 Call for comments on the plans

4. Making place

 Events in situ

 Giving space to local
associations

 Temporary solutions in place

3. Solving problems

 Workshops on complicated
issues (Traffic; Soil remediation) 



Brownfield
charachteristic

1. Fragmented landownership & many
developers

2. Contamination

3. Inaccessible land



Participation impact…

…on three scales

 The vision or the plan for the 
brownfield site

 The tool for participation 

 Making space accessible

…from three power positions

 Private sector

 Public sector

 Citizens

Participants have: 
communicated their opinion about the site; 
done work that advice or inspire the planners; 
had an active role in formulating plans/visions in some cases



Processwise, many gains in close collaboration. 

How does 4P-planning approach affect physical space?

Photo: Sandra Oliveira e Costa



Development strategies and plans for 4 
brownfield sites

− Baltic Urban Lab City Pilots have led to 
development of strategies and visions of how
the four Pilot sites should be developed in future

− They are results of a cooperation on local level
with a variety of stakeholders

− Address both how the planning practices should
be developed & how the site should be changed
physically



Get your guide! 

Available in English, 
Finnish, Estonian, 
Latvian and Swedish at 
balticurbanlab.eu











Join Webinar to learn more! 

− A Webinar on different tools for Urban 
Planning

− Time: 25.10.2018 at 9:30-11:00 CET 
&10:30-12:00 EET

− Organised by UBC Sustainable Cities
Commission in cooperation with Baltic 
Urban Lab & iWater projects

− Follow our website balticurbanlab.eu
or facebook to learn more! 



We wish you fruitfull conference
and are looking forward to the

discussions!



www.balticurbanlab.eu

Thank you
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